
     ‘Mamma Mia’ arrived and took 
Ironwood Ridge by storm..
     The play, adapted from the 
popular musical of the same 
name, ran Nov. 1-3 with several 
performances.
    “Mamma Mia had super good 
choreography, and the leads, 
especially Donna, had powerful 
voices,” said junior Haylee Weymer. 
“The lighting was also really nice, so 
props to the teach crew for that.”
     The actors rehearsed for countless 
hours and participated in an all-day 
rehearsal on Oct. 31. Drama teacher 
Mary Dickson directed the play.
    Elizah Knight played Donna, 
Dallon Taylor played Bill Anderson, 
Samantha Adams as Sophie.     
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     The campus will take on a new 
look after the installation of fencing to 
be put up around the perimeter of the 
school. This will occur around the third 
quarter of second semester.
     The idea of enclosing the school is 
not necessarily to keep students in, but 
rather to keep students safe once they 
are on campus. 
     With the number of school 
shootings on the rise, administration 
believes that erecting fences to 
encompass the school is a necessary 
step to ensure the safety of the 1,824 
students and nearly 150 faculty and 
staff employees who are on the campus 
daily. 
     Every year, the school is granted 
bond money to use in variety of ways 
such as repair and maintenance. 
     According to Assistant Principal 
of Operations Brent Spencer, this 
year’s bond money is going into 
both reinforcing existing fences and 
extending the perimeter fencing. 
     “We took input from teachers and 
community as to what that should look 
like,” said Spencer. 
     The new fencing shouldn’t affect the 
day to day campus traffic, as students 
will use the same entry and exit points, 
such as by the busses and student 
parking lot. 
     “I think it would be better for the 
safety of our school,” said sophomore 
Alyssa Baio. 

     However, many students are worried 
about how the fencing will affect their 
day-to-day school experience.
     “It’s already hard to get out,” said 
sophomore Jonah Semon.
     The additional perimeter fencing 
will be constructed in way that will 
not be easy to bypass. This means that 
outsiders won’t be able to access the 
campus from as many different places.

Painting of School 
     Teal is being replaced by navy blue as 
the color of fencing, doors, and frames. 
     Electrostatic paint has been applied 
to much of the existing fencing and will 
be the color of all new fencing as well. 
     Additionally, all gates will have 
“closers” installed on them, enabling 
them to be self-closing. 
     “It shouldn’t be too disruptive,” 

Spencer said about all the fencing that 
eventually will be painted Ironwood’s 
signature Nighthawk blue.
     While there is not a definitive 
date of completion, it will be time 
consuming.
     “It’s our goal to see our school 
uniform, but it obviously can’t all be 
done overnight,” said Spencer.

Roofs
     In addition to fencing and painting, 
maintenance will be performed on all 
the roofing of the school. 
     Administration became aware of 
concerns regarding leaks and other 
issues. 
     While the date of completion has yet 
to be determined, it will likely continue 
into the summer when the gym roofs 
are scheduled to be repaired.

Photo by Andrew Rutherford
The Ironwood campus will now reflect the school’s colors with the recent painting of 

fences and door frames. Navy blue will replace teal as the prominent color on campus.

Naseem Rezaei / Liliana Herrera
Editors / Reporters

     A picture can describe a thousand 
words, or in this case, poems from a 
poetry book.
     Students in Danielle Rutherford’s 
AP 2D, Symposium, and Advanced Art 
classes were presented the opportunity 
to create illustrations to accompany 
poems for a book by Retired Four-Star 
General John A. Wickham, Jr.
     Wickham wanted to publish and 
distribute his book locally, and he 
connected with local author Mary 
Davis.
     At the beginning of the school year, 
Davis reached out to Rutherford and 
asked if her classes would be interested 
in illustrating the poetry.
     “She [Davis] had heard about what 
many of the kids at Ironwood are doing 
with their art, and she wanted to see 
if we could have our artists illustrate 
some of the poetry,” said Rutherford. 
     All 42 of Rutherford’s students were 
excited to participate in this project. 
     Wickham wanted to meet the young 
artists and introduce himself to them.
     On Sept. 12, Wickham shared his 
stories and vision with her art students.
     Wickham has written over 180 
stories with subjects ranging from 
subjects pride for country, happiness, 
and nature. 
     “I’m excited to create the art 
because it is an amazing opportunity to 

have my art in the book,” said junior 
Natalie Swisher who is in Rutherford’s 
Symposium class.
     Rutherford allowed her students the 
freedom to create any type of 2D art for 
this project, ranging from charcoal to 
digital media.
     She is impressed with the quality of 
art from her students.
     “I am in awe of the creativity and 
brilliance of these students. They were 
so eager to collaborate. It has been a 
beautiful experience,” said Rutherford.
     The books will be sold locally and 
online around Christmas with the goal 
of 500 copies of the book. 
     Wickham was born in New York in 
1928. While he spent many years in 
New York, he later moved to Florida. 
    He served in the U.S. military from 
1950-1975 which includes his service 
in the Vietnam War. 
     He was  awarded the Purple Heart 
for his service in the Vietnam War 
where he negotiated the release of 
many American prisoners.
     Wickham’s book is yet untitled, but 
it is a collection of poems inspired by 
the beauty of the enviroment. It is about 
the good things in life, family character, 
and patriotism.
     He started writing the book four to 
five years ago and said what he is most 
excited about is the actual creation of 
this book.
     “I am honored for the school to do 
the art,” said Wickham. 

 
      
     

Rutherford’s class was truly touched 
by the depth of the words, feelings, and 
stories Wickham shared.
     Wickham expressed the importance 

of friendship and told the students to 
cherish their friends. 
     “Friends are everything,” Wickham 
said.

Photos by Danielle Rutherford
Clockwise from top left:  Senior Shanleigh Kelly paints an illustration of a young man 
composed of puzzle pieces and sunflower blooms. 
Senior Renee Vandivort is painting a charcoal on black canvas of a young girl in 
candlelight. 
Junior Alexis Vosburg paints a watercolor of a hand reaching out to an iris field.  

Student art to be published in book of poems

Fencing will enclose school for safety Can’t resist 
‘Mamma Mia’

Photo by Haylee Weymer
Drama students packed the house and 
entertained their audiences for each of 
their high energy performances. 
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Policy Statement

 Published six times a year, 
the student newspaper 

of Ironwood Ridge High 
School is a public forum, with 
its student editorial board 
making all decisions concern-
ing its contents.      

 Unsigned editorials express 
the views of the 

majority of the editorial 
board and not necessarily that 
of administration.

 Letters to the editor are wel-
comed and will be 

published as space allows. 
Letters must be signed, 

although the staff may with-
hold the name on request. The 
paper also reserves the right 
to edit letters for grammar and 
clarity.

 All the letters are subject 
to laws governing obscenity, 
libel, privacy and disruption of 
the school process, as are all 
contents of the paper.

  Opinions in letters do not 
necessarily represent those 
of the staff, nor should an 
opinion expressed in a public 
forum, be constructed as the 
opinion or policy of the admin-
istration, unless so attributed. 

All letters should be deliv-
ered to the Journalism mailbox 
in the administration building 
or dropped off at room E103 
during the school day.

     In this column, an editor has the 
opportunity to write about an issue she 
really believes in. I am taking the reins 
for this edition’s Letter From the Editor, 
but you will be hearing from my three 
fellow editors in the future issues.  
     Next May’s issue of the Iron Quill, 
the last issue of the 2018-19 school year, 
will bring the four of us together for 
reflection and direction as we close out 
the year. 
     An idea very important to me is the 
idea that you should never give up hope 
on your dreams.
     Growing up, I never knew what 
I wanted to be as an adult. My older 
sister, on the other hand, always knew 
what she wanted to do. She knew she 
wanted to be a lawyer since she was in 
second grade, and she is currently at the 
U of A on a full scholarship, studying to 
become a criminal defense attorney.
     Me, on the other hand, not so much. 
   I always change my mind. I change 
my mind when I get intimidated by 
others doing well in the career I want. I 
always think I could never do as well as 
them. 
     When I was in second grade I wanted 
to be a chocolatier. Fifth grade I wanted 
to be a clothes designer. Sixth grade, I 
wanted to be an animator. By the time 
I was in ninth grade, I was no longer 
interested in these careers. 
     Now that I’m a junior, I want to be a 
teacher. I have been kicking this career 
around in my head since middle school 
when I had a great art teacher who 
inspired me. 
     This lasted until high school. 
     When  I was a freshman, my older 
sister ended up going to state for her 
mock trial competition. I felt so out 
of place because while my sister was 
out getting good grades and winning 
competitions, I was at home struggling 
to pass classes. 
     It made me question if I should even 
become a teacher. In my mind, it didn’t 
seem that being a teacher would effect 
others as much as lawyers do.
     Sophomore year came around. My 
mind was still lingering on the thought 
of whether or not to be a teacher. What 
changed my mind?
     The answer is simple: a teacher.
     I had a teacher who taught their 
class differently every day. She had a 
lot of patience and taught the class as if 
it wasn’t something that was supposed 
to be memorized into your brain, but 
simply to help you understand it more.  
     A subject which I always thought I 
would fail ended up being my highest 
grade sophomore year. Who knew?
    So here I am again, thinking about 
being a teacher. Teachers help motivate 
and inspire students to do better and to 
have faith in themselves. 
     I’ve made my decision: I wanted to 
be a teacher. Since this is my second 
time coming to this realization, I think it 
might stick. 
     Listen to your heart. Don’t let what 
people do affect what you want to do 
because the only person who will be 
unhappy is you. Have confidence in 
yourself.  

Iron Quill StaffReturn of the NPO 

Aubrey Pettitt
Editor / Reporter

Sept. 25
A freshman struck another 
freshman, leaving a large hand-
print on the student. The student 
was arrested, and the school 
handled the discipline.

Oct. 3
A student was caught with a 
vape pen. The student was ar-
rested, and the school handled 
the discipline. 

Oct. 4
Two students were caught with 
vape pens. Both students were 
arrested, and the school handled 
the discipline.

Oct. 22
A female student struck another 
vehicle and left the scene. The 
parties were identified and an 
accident exchange form was 
later given to both individuals. 
The school handled the 
discipline.

Sept. 28
Six students, ranging from 
freshmen to sophomores, were 
arrested for minor consumption 
of alcohol at the homecoming 
football game.

Sept. 28 
A freshman student was trans-
ported by ambulance to the 
hospital after taking an illegal 
substance.

Oct. 30
A sophomore male student was 
found to be in possession of an 
illegal substance. The student 
was arrested, and the school 
handled the discipline.

Nov. 2
There was a head-on collision 
in front of the student parking 
lot. The student who caused 
the accident was later cited and 
released.

Oct. 16
A senior male student truck a 
vehicle and left the scene of an 
accident. The following day, 
he was located and an accident 
exchange form was given.

Police Beat

Helu

Helu is newest face on campus security team
Liliana Herrera
Editor / Reporter

     Ironwood Ridge 
has a new Nighthawk 
working security: 
Soma Helu. 
     Helu is not new to 
Ironwood, however.
     He has been a track coach since 2011 
and a football coach since 2012.
     He has many family members 
who are currently attending or have 
graduated from Ironwood Ridge.
    Born in Tonga, a country about 
two-thirds of the way from Hawaii to 
New Zealand, Helu was raised in Reno, 
Nevada, and graduated from McQueen 
High School in 1993. 
     He earned his Associates from Dixie 
Junior College in St. George, Utah, in 

1995.
     He then earned his Bachelors in 
Liberal Arts, with an emphasis on 
Human Ecology, from the University of 
Nevada at Reno in 1998. He also played 
football there.
    Before working at Ironwood Ridge, 
Helu worked at a continuing care 
program called Connect 365 which 
provides post treatment for mental 
health and behavior. 
     He is a Nationally Certified Level 2 
Recovery Coach in Behavioral Health, 
and is a National Instructor Trainer in 
Crisis Prevention.
     Additionally, he is the secretary for 
the local OVAZ nonprofit organization 
DoDads.org.
     He loves sushi and one advice he 
would like to give to students is to stay 
in school. 

Naseem Rezaei
Co Editor-in-Chief

Aubrey Pettitt
Editor / Reporter 

    After the dissolution of the Ironwood 
Ridge Nighthawk Parent Organization 
(NPO), administration is diligently 
working with parents to bring it back. 
     A program like the NPO requires the 
proper paperwork and approval from the 
Amphitheater School District, and this 
is something the organization did not 
receive last year. 
     Principal Matt Munger believes the 
NPO is a necessary aspect of our school’s 
community. He said that rebooting the 
parent organization has been a critical 
goal since becoming principal at the 
beginning of the school year. 
     “The Nighthawk Parent Organization 
serves as a support system, mechanism 
for fundraising and help in building 
a relationship with our parents,” said 
Munger. 
     The goal is to get the program up and running by the end of this semester. By 
doing this, Ironwood could gain support in potential projects such as upgrading the 
sound system on the football field and putting up digital displays around campus. 
     Administration recognizes that parents have busy schedules, and he is trying to 
make accommodations by attempting to stream NPO meetings online for parents, 
who cannot be there in person.
     Ultimately, rebooting the NPO is going to bring the parents, student body and 
administration closer to achieving the goal of a connected and supportive school. 

Photo courtesy of Amphitheater School District
Ironwood Ridge administration and 
parents are working together to bring 
back the NPO for the school and its com-
munity. 
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Students give advice to fellow Nighthawks

Aysia Carzoli
Freshman

Ethan Wasko
Freshman

Jaden Zabala
Freshman

Alberto Oceguera
Sophomore

Charlize Rivera
Sophomore

David Ramirez
Sophomore

Nanisi Tonga
Sophomore

Aimee Doherty
Junior

Alicia Bikes
Junior

CJ Engle
Junior

Caiden Carlisle
Junior

Andrew Gonzalez
Junior

Emily Brinson
Senior

Justin Miller
Senior

Trinity Serna 
Senior 

Hunter Delperdang
Senior

Eliza Guzman
Sophomore

“Talk to friends. Do what you 
love and distract yourself. I 
distract myself by going out 
and playing baseball with my 
dad. That really helps to clear 
my mind and take away all of 
my worries.”

“Stay with the good crowds 
of people so that you don’t 
get involved with the wrong 
things. You can defi nitely stay 
away from that by focusing 
on school and social events 
instead, and just being aware.”

“Be yourself and don’t let 
other people get you down. 
You can’t control what other 
people think of you, so there’s 
no reason you should pretend 
to be someone you’re not. I 
think self confi dence is key.”

“Always have friends to talk 
to. They’ll be able to sup-
port you and help out. Find 
friends that you can trust, talk 
to, and tell everything to.”
 

“You should try and calm 
yourself down before and after 
school. I’d honestly say to 
have as much fun as you can, 
have fun most of the time, and 
enjoy your high school experi-
ence as much as possible.”

“My advice would be to talk 
to friends and teachers about 
what’s going on with your 
work. Go to tutoring if you 
need help and study hard.” 

“My advice is to never give 
up and keep on going. Every 
failure is temporary and can be 
overcome. Surround yourself 
with people to help and encour-
age you in everything that you 
do.”

“School is the perfect time to 
socialize. Friends can help you 
with school and can also really 
make your time in high school 
a lot more enjoyable. Every-
thing ties together.”

Jordan Good / 
Liliana Herrera
Editors / Reporters

     Navagating one’s way 
through high school is dif-
fi cult for many reasons.
     Academics, sports, 
and social adventures are 
part of everyday life, and 
balanceing them all can be 
challenging.
     While navagation is one 
thing, success and achieve-
ment is another, and many 
Nighthawks want to do 
their best with everything 
they have on their plate. 
     Students of all grades 
share their advice to help 
others.

Cole Anderson
Freshman

“I would say, for kids who are 
struggling in their personal 
life, to be self confi dent and 
seek out people that they can 
see themselves becoming close 
friends with, and that can be 
honest with them.”

“If you are struggling academ-
ically, then you should try tu-
toring. If you try tutoring, you 
can get more help on whatever 
you’re struggling with. If it’s 
more personal, try to talk to a 
counselor or friend.”

“I think that if a kid is strug-
gling either academically or in 
their personal life, they should 
defi nitely see a counselor and 
make sure to go to after school 
tutoring; that will help a lot in 
the long run.”

“You’ve just got to keep push-
ing yourself to do better. Don’t 
listen to what anyone tells you 
about who they think you are. 
You defi ne who you are; they 
don’t.”

“Go to tutoring and study hard. 
It will help more than you 
being afraid to ask for help. 
Just remember, school always 
comes fi rst.”
 

“I would say to take advantage 
of both after school tutor-
ing and conference periods. 
Personally, I would recommend 
fi nding someone to talk to or 
at least fi nd a way to distract 
yourself.”

“Talk to your teachers. Don’t 
be afraid to ask for help 
because you think it might be 
scary. Asking for assistance 
helps so much rather than be-
ing quiet and shutting down.” 

“Firstly, don’t procrastinate 
because it will come back to 
get you. Get out and have fun. 
Let loose and then go back to 
work all refreshed. I’ve been 
here a long time, so I know 
this from experience.”

“Make sure to get a lot sleep 
so you’re well rested. Don’t 
do stupid things that will get 
yourself suspended; it’s just 
going to make you fall even 
more behind in your classes.”
 

“Be open with teachers and 
friends with your problems 
and/or questions. Don’t hide 
because it will make it all 
worse. Just ask for help. Asking 
for help will make a big differ-
ence for you.”

Kayla Beccera
Senior

“Pay attention and actually 
learn what is taught in the 
classroom. Get to know your 
teachers and have a genuine 
relationship with them. Over-
all, just have as much fun as 
possible, but do your work.”
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From cigarettes to cheating, this ain’t your parent’s school

What every Nighthawk graduate should represent
Naseem Rezaei
Editor / Reporter

     Creative Thinking, Collaboration, 
Critical Thinking, Academic Content, 
Communication, Caring, Citizenship, 
and Problem Solving. 
     These are the eight characteristics 
that create a Portrait of a Graduate of 
Ironwood Ridge High School. It is the 
hope that every Nighthawk will possess 
these characteristics by the time they are 
ready to cross the stage and graduate.
     The Portrait of a Graduate is a vision 
of the Amphitheater School District and 
is customized to meet the unique and 
individual demographics of each of the 
schools. 
     This vision, once implemented, 
will serve as a guiding document to 
help schools identify what it does to 
support the achievements of the eight 
characteristics.  
     Students, teachers, administrators, 
parents and other district staff have had 
the opportunity to contribute their ideas 
about what should be included overall.
     The district worked on the portrait 

throughout the 2017-2018 school year.
     It was approved by the Governing 
Board on Sept. 11, 2018.
     The Portrait of a Graduate for 
Ironwood was designed to help people 
outside of the Amphi District understand 
what Ironwood Ridge students will be 
prepared to do when they graduate and 
move on to college or the workforce. 
   The Amphi District is not the only 
district to have the portrait. 
     Other districts have their own 
version customized to meet the need of 
their individual graduates. 
          “We hope students will, 
throughout their entire education, 
master these characteristics,” said 
Principal Matt Munger. 
     “And through doing so, we will have 
a better grasp of the essential skills 
necessary to succeed in college, be 
competitive in a global ecomony, and 
recognize the critical skills and traits 
sought after by employers,” continued 
Munger.
     Students were introduced to the  
Portrait of a Graduate concept this year. 
     Many students believe this will be 

useful for their 
success in high 
school.
     “The Potrait of 
a Graduate really 
causes people to 
think about their 
future and to see a 
prime example of a 
true and successful 
graduate,” said 
junior Esmeralda 
Macias.
     Counselors 
believe this will 
help students 
understand the 
importance of the 
curriculum and 
being successful.
     “I hope students 
will gain a better 
understanding 
of why they are 
learning what they 
are and what it really means,” said 
counselor Amy Davidson.
     “I would also hope that they have a 

sense of pride in themselves for having 
the opportunity to develop these skills 
and attributes,” continued Davidson.

Graphic by Amphitheater School Distrct
This graphic illustrates the eight characteristics deemed most impor-
tant for all Nighthawks to possess and demonstrate by the time they 
graduate from high school and begin their journey in college or the 
workforce.

Aubrey Pettitt
Editor / Reporter
     
     Worried about not having enough 
money or scholarships to afford college? 
     Attend a free, in person FAFSA 
Completion Workshop, by visiting: 
Collegegoal.az.gov/college-goal-fafsa

Other Financial Aid Information:
Northern Arizona College 

Resource Center (NACRC)
(928) 523-1803  or nau.edu/nacrc

College Depot 
phoenixpubliclibrary.org/collegedepot

Tucson Metropolitan Education 
Commission Regional College 

Access Center 
(520) 670-0055 or metudu.org/rcac/

Federal Student Aid 
Information Center
www.FAFSA.gov OR 
studentaidhelp.ed.gov

     Still need to take the SAT or ACT for 
College Admissions? There are several 
dates this semester.

 SAT 
Test date: Dec. 1 
Registration Deadline: Nov. 1 
Late Registration Deadline 
(late fee required): Nov. 13 
*Next SAT test date in March

ACT 
Test date: Dec. 8 
Registration Deadline: Nov. 2 
Late Registration Deadline 
(late fee assessed):Nov. 3-16
*Next ACT test date in February 
     Interested in cleaning up the cam-
pus? Need volunteer hours? Want to be 
a part of something important? 
     Come to the IRHS Community 
Work Day on Nov. 17 from 8am-12pm 
at Ironwood Ridge. 

     Need a letter of recommendation? 
Counselors recommend visiting teachers 
in person rather than sending an email.

Counselor’s Corner

Photo courtesy of  techcrunch.com, reicheltelektronik.com, Glogster.com. 
From Left to Right: Juuls have replaced cigarettes for teen smokers. Phones with cords restricted 
user mobility. An “all in one” computer? Doesn’t look like an iPad. From the world’s first mobile 
phone call in 1973 to the world’s first computer in 1981, technology is evolving and advancing at 
a faster pace ever before and looks much different from that of our parent’s generation.

A fine display of art

Jordan Good
Editor / Reporter

     School today is completely different 
than it was 20 years ago. I’m not joking.
     Take smoking for example. 
     Yep, students smoked years ago; 
that is nothing new. Students, to the 

detriment of their health, and breath, 
smoke today.
     However, years ago, kids in schools 
were able to take smoke breaks on 
campus or smoke on the side of the road 
across from campus in plain view.    
     While this might sound shocking, it 
is true.

     Smoking on or near a school 
campus is no longer acceptable, and 
schools nationwide have adopted a zero 
tolerance policy for tobacco/alcohol/
drug products. 
     It was quite a different story for our 
parents.
     In the 1980s, students were allowed 
to wear t-shirts that advertised alcohol, 
such as Corona beer. 
     Today, students will get dress coded 
for a bare shoulder.
    On another note, school safety has 
changed dramatically. Fire drills were 
not practiced on a regular basis when 
our parents went to school. 
     And you can forget about lockdowns. 
Those have only been in  practice within 
the last 10 years.        
     Of course, this is answer to the recent 
and tragic events that unfortunately 
have come to schools in America. 
     But the biggest change, by far, is 
technology. 
     First of all, there were these 
appliances called typewriters. They only 
had one function, and that was to type 
words. It didn’t even save your work. 
Heaven forbid you edited your paper 
because that meant retyping the whole 
darn thing.
     If our parents wanted to look up the 
spelling or definition of a word, they 

had to use a dictionary. 
     No, not Dictionary.com -- an actual 
book called a dictionary. What? 
    Have you ever tried looking up a 
word you didn’t know in the dictionary? 
That could take DAYS. 
     What a waste of time when they 
could be watching people play 
Fortnight on YouTube.
     Seriously. How did our parents 
socialize? They didn’t have social media 
or Snapchat. 
     They had phones. With cords. 
Connected to the wall. No caller ID. No 
voicemail. No Texting.
     Honestly it’s a miracle they survived 
the dark ages.
     And if their parents wanted to spy on 
them, they had to actually look through 
their backpack and read notes or follow 
them to the movies in their car. 
     There was no app for that.
     Cheating was a lot harder for them 
too. If one person did the homework, 
that assignment had to actually be 
passed around among students. 
     They couldn’t just snap a picture and 
airdrop it to the sophomore class. 
     Jeesh, they even had to work hard at 
cheating. 
     It’s surprising they had time to watch 
the music videos they are so fond of 
reminising about.

2nd annual showcase of student talent

Photos by Danielle Rutherford
Artsapalooza was held on Oct. 1, and it showcased the work of students in the Fine 
Arts department. Both 2D and 3D artwork was displayed, including zentangles 
and clay fish windchimes. The jazz band and orchestra performed, as well as all 
four choirs. Drama students performed monologues, music scenes, and songs from    
Mamma Mia.
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3640 W. Tangerine Rd.
3830 W. Ina Rd.

8280 N. Cortaro Rd.
8349 N. Cortaro Rd.
292 W. Magee Rd.

3800 W. Linda Vista Blvd.
4495 N. Oracle Rd.

Locally Owned and Operated

Come visit 
one of our seven 

NW Tucson McDonald’s

 Bluemoon Acupuncture 
and Wellness Center

Contact the 
Iron Quill staff at 

520.407.4235 
or email 

Drouille@amphi.com 
for information 

and prices.

PLACE YOUR AD HERE
Advertise your business in the Iron Quill and 

have it seen by over 2,000 people.
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Agree2Disagree
THE ISSUE: International Trade Wars -- 

Will this be Positive or Negative for the US?
Last summer, Trump put additional taxes on certain imports into the 
United States from China. Trump did this in the hope of reducing the 
trade deficit and to make the United States more money. However, are 
these additional taxes on imports going to hurt America and its citizens 
because of repercussions from the Chinese government. 

Dear Iris,
     My best friend had a party last week but didn’t invite me because I 
wouldn’t hit a Juul. My friends just want to smoke or drink, and I don’t 
want to do those things, but I feel left out if I don’t. 
     It’s like everyone has to be a certain way, and I’m constantly being 
pressured to do things I usually wouldn’t try. Do you have advice for me?

     Sincerely,
     Highly Pressured Student

Dear Highly Pressured Student, 
     High school is all about finding yourself. Following what other other 
people are doing or what you think you should do is not going to help. You 
need to create your own path in order to shape who your going to be in the 
future, plain and simple. 
     Just because your friend thinks they have clout and excludes you because 
you don’t choose to conform to what they it is they define as the norm, 
doesn’t mean you need to change yourself to be like them. 
     There are almost 1,900 other students on campus, I’m positive you can 
find someone who feels the same way you do.

Sincerely,
Iris

IRIS: Advice for Nighthawks

     Trade wars are all about key political 
movements, which can either destroy or 
aid a nation. 
     Trade Wars aren’t necessarily all 
negative. 
     The trade war with China does have 
monetary benefits; maybe not now, but 
it will in the long term. It’s basically a 
gamble. The trade war can also make 
countries assess who their trade partners 
actually are. In the long run, this could 
lead to better jobs for Americans. In a 
free market economy like America’s, 
one can essentially make more money.    
     Even though the two countries are at 
“war,” goods still keep flowing. In the 
end, it’s really all about who can outlast 
each other. Even if no one ‘wins,’ I 
believe it’s time to take a stand and be 
independent from China. 
     Think of it this way; if our president 
has the nerve to stand up to China, who 
is the United State’s biggest trading 
partner, he obviously believes greatly 
in this country. As of last year, the trade 
deficit of the US and China was around 
$375 billion, according to the BBC. 
     The Trump administration claims the 
US relies too much on other countries 
for its metals and that it couldn’t make 
enough weapons or vehicles using its 
own industry if a war broke out. If this 
wasn’t true, why do we smile when we 
see a “Made in America” sticker? It’s 
because deep-down, we’re all proud to 
be Americans, and being independent 
is what we’ve prided ourselves on. I 
personally don’t agree with a lot of what 
Trump says, but you have to admit-- it’s 
probably not a good idea for the United 
States to constantly rely on a country 
who isn’t even an ally. 
     Remember, before he was President, 
Donald Trump was a businessman.

     The U.S. and China aren’t in a “dis-
pute,” they’re in a full-on-war. 
     This is bad news. The U.S. receives 
$502 billion in exports from China. Chi-
na is, by far, the biggest exporter to the 
U.S. for clothes, food, and just things 
that makes us happy. Nearly every store 
we shop at is stocked with items that 
were made in China.
     Go ahead. I challenge you. Find a 
store you love to shop at and look to see 
where their products come from. You 
might be very surprised. 
     Prices go up, and things become 
unaffordable. It is important for our 
country to trade with allies. There’s no 
way to find a replacement for everything 
China has given us. 
     People are going to lose jobs as there 
won’t be enough money to pay workers.  
     Yes, since Trump has been president, 
the unemployment rate has gone down, 
but this trade war will bring it back up. 
     A little over 60 percent of people are 
worried about the trade war. 
     The United States imposed tariffs on 
$200 billion worth of Chinese goods.           
     This year alone, Trump has lost  
more than a dozen multi-million dollar 
deals.  
     Prices will go up; for example, an 
object worth $5 currently could turn 
into $30. This Trade War is going to be 
one of the most stressful, painful, and 
pointless things that the United States 
has ever done. 
     I don’t think we should just throw 
away China and its resources right away. 
     If we are going to have a Trade War, 
we should slowly detach from China 
instead of dropping them immediately. 
This would avoid the stuggle of losing 
money and attempting to slowly get it 
back. 

The opinions in the editorials are those of the individual reporters. 
These opinions do not necessarily represent those of the Iron Quill, 

Ironwood Ridge faculty, staff, or administration.

Liliana says 

NO

Jordan says 
YES

Naseem Rezaei
Editor / Reporter

     Sit down, light a pumpkin spice 
candle, sip your pumpkin spice latte, 
and eat some pumpkin pasta. 
     Isn’t that what is everyone doing 
these days? Tis the season of everything 
pumpkin. 
     I detest this season. 
     Don’t get me wrong, I love fall. 
I love the cooler weather, wearing 
sweaters, the changing of the leaves 
(just kidding; we live in Arizona). 
     But I am so over pumpkin spice this 
and pumpkin spice that.
     Every year, from September to 
October, humans consume pumpkin 
spice-related products more than any 
other time, and at record-breaking 
proportions. 
     This frenzy has caused Starbucks 
to release their Pumpkin Spice Lattes 
earlier and earlier each year. 
     At this rate, Pumpkin Spice Latte 
will become a year round product; sorry 
baristas.
     When did this frenzy begin? When 
did everyone decide that pumpkin pasta 
and pumpkin cream cheese was a good 
thing? 
     More importantly, where’s the love 
for apple spice? 

     People used to drink warm apple 
cider and eat cinnamon spiced apple 
pies, but now we consume plant juice 
mixed with dairy. 
     Of course, the population decides 
to consume these products because 
everything pumpkin is so Tumblr 
worthy. 
      As an experiment to understand 
what the millennials were into, I decided 
to try a pumpkin expresso from Trader 
Joe’s because I still have faith in Trader 
Joe’s. 
     The minute I took a sip of it, I gave 
up on humanity. 
     Who decided that pumpkins and 
good coffee were an amazing mix?
      To wash out the taste, I tried a soup 
from the sample section, what could go 
wrong, you ask? 
     It tasted funny. I looked over to the 
sign over the soup: Pumpkin Soup. 
     I guess you can say Joe is a traitor. 
      First our coffee, then our soup.
     What’s next, people? Pumpkin   
Spice toothpaste? Pumpkin spice ice 
cream?
      You know what they say, “A 
pumpkin a day keeps the doctor away.” 
     No wait, that’s an apple. 
     “A pumpkin a day keeps the apple 
away.”
     #applespicewasrobbed

Humor Me: How far are we going 
to take this pumpkin spice obsession?

Lepore (left) and McGowan (right)

Ben’s Bell’s recipients named
Aubrey Pettitt
Editor / Reporter

     The votes are in.
     AJ Lepore, choir teacher, and Alissa 
McGowen, social studies teacher, are 
the Ben’s Bells recipients for the month 
of October. 
     These kind teachers received a 
kindness coin and bell ornament to 
recognize their superb character both on 
and off campus.                      

ARIES: Mar. 20-Apr. 19
      Your magnetic personality draws in 
new people every day. 
     Keep staying upbeat and enjoy 
nature.

TAURUS: Apr. 20-May 20
      Family gatherings are coming up, 
and it’s important to remember to be 
with them. 
     Spend time with your family and 
friends this season.

GEMINI: May 21-Jun. 20
      Yes, you may be ready to have fun, 
but you may also feel very stressed 
about everything you have to do. 
     Don’t get too serious and 
overwhelmed with the struggles of the 
upcoming holidays.
 
CANCER: Jun. 21-Jul. 22
      Everyone loves your empathy and 
your kind and generous nature during 
the holidays. 
     Enjoy the love and appreciation you 
will receive in the weeks to come.

LEO: Jul. 23-Aug. 22
     You have a desire to be loved and 
admired by others. Don’t get too carried 
away with what you desire because it 
could end up becoming an unwanted 
romance.

VIRGO: Aug. 23-Sep.- 23
      With the haste of the holidays 
coming in, take your time with things. 
Sure you may want to go shopping for 
Christmas presents, but take your time 
and be patient with the process. 

LIBRA: Sep. 24 Oct. 22
      Make sure you have balance 
throughout your life this season. This 
may help when new people come into 
your life. 

SCORPIO: Oct. 23-Nov. 22
     The passion you have for others has 
been recently acknowledged by many 
people. 
     Your calm mind can help you with 
the struggles of finals and the holidays 
which are around the corner.           

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 23-Dec. 21
      Being optimistic about things can 
help you a lot this season. Many people 
will love your open mind and your 
enthusiastic charms that you show to 
others.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22-Jan. 19
      This holiday, remember all that you 
are grateful for and what you can do 
for yourself. Treat yourself to a nice, 
relaxing day because you deserve it. 

AQUARIUS: Jan. 20-Feb. 18
     Take a moment to reflect how far 
you have gone in your life. You have 
achieved so much this year, and you will 
continue on this path until the end of the 
year. 
     
PISCES: Feb. 19-Mar. 19
      Use your artistic talent to create 
a wonderful art piece to give to your 
family or friends. 
     Your loving charm for the arts and 
those who are close to you will shine 
through this month .  

Horoscopes to help embrace the holidays
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Golfers qualify for State, girl’s team places second
Naseem Rezaei
Editor / Reporter

     The golf season is 
officially over, and both 
the girl’s and boy’s teams 
placed at State.
     The girl’s team took 
home second place while 
the boys earned tenth place.
     “The season went well. 
The girls got second in 
State, and that is a new 
school record for the high-
est placing in state,” said 
senior Allison Acosta, team 
captain. “I would say that is 
what I am most proud of.”
     The girl’s team, coached 
by Doug Kautz, created 
a new school record for 
receiving second place at 
state competition.
     The boy’s team, coached 
by Ryan Bais, also played 
well at state. 
     “I would say that what I 
am most proud of is making 
to state,” said senior Logan 
Sampsel. 
     Sampsel explained that 
the team didn’t make it to 
State last year, “so that was 
definitely a big goal for us 
this year.”
    Jarrod Johnson was 
proud of everyone’s hard 
work this season. 
     “This was my second 
year on the team and defi-
nitely a year to remember,” 
said junior Jarrod Johnson. 

What are your goals this year?
“Shooting 80s and making some 
birdies.”

What are you looking forward 
to this season?
“Traveling, and the chance of 
winning at state.”

How long have you been on the 
team?
“I’ve been on the team for two 
years.”

Why did you join the team? 
“I’ve been playing for a while, 
and I also enjoy being a student 
athlete.”

Who are some professional 
golfers you look up to? 
“Michelle Wei and Dustin 
Johnson.”

Kaylee Jewkes
Sophomore

Connor Wierman
Senior

Jarrod Johnson
Junior

Raina Ports
Freshman

What are your goals this year?
“To shoot under in State.”

What are you looking forward 
to this season?
“State Competition.” 

How long have you been on 
the team?
“This is my first year.”

What is your motto? 
“One motto would be Point A.”

Why did you join the team? 
‘I’ve been playing golf for a 
long time, so I decided to join 
the team.” 

What professional golfer do 
you look up to? 
“Stacy Lewis.”

What are your goals this year?
“A high finish in State and to 
win a couple of tournaments.”

What are you looking forward 
to this season?
“Playing with my senior 
friends.” 

How long have you been on 
the team? 
“This is my second year.” 

What is your motto? 
“#freekam.”

How long have you been 
playing golf? 
“Most of my life.” 

What professional golfer do 
you look up to? 
“Arnold Palmer.”

What are your goals this year?
“Sub 39 stroke, top 10 
individual score, and top 5 team 
score.”

What are you looking forward 
to this season?
“Putting up good numbers and 
making it to State.” 

How long have you been 
playing golf? 
“I’ve been playing golf since I 
was four, but I got back into it 
again when I joined the team 
freshman year.” 

What is your motto?
“Score is not controllable.”

Favorite golfer? 
“Bubba Watson.” 

Swimmers clinch second place at State in 200 Medley Relay
Jordan Good
Editor / Reporter

     The 2018 swim season 
has come to a close.
     The 200 Medley Relay 
team placed second at State. 
The medley team were 
seniors Haley Mayhew and 
Hannah Houlton, junior 
Mackenzie Kester, and 
sophomore Brooke Kimball.
     The team, coach by Matt 
Pope, has done well this 
season. 
     “This year I have an 
additional coach, Greer 
Willman, who has been a 
fantastic addition to the 
team,” said Pope. 
     Willman teaches special 
education at Ironwood.
    Pope is impressed by his 
swimmers.
     “My captains, [seniors]
Jason An, Megan Merrill, 
Gus Vazquez, and Haley 
Mayhew, stand out as good 
leaders and athletes. Han-
nah Houlton is on her way 
back to claim state titles 
again,” said Pope.
     “Mackenzie Kester has 
not only been performing 
well in the pool but is also a 
fundraiser machine, raising 
a few hundred dollars for 
the team. Lastly, Braden 
Hess is a freshman and has 
already made provisional 
times for state,” continued 
Pope.

Years swimming: 
“I’ve been on the team for four 
years, but I have been swimming 
for nine years.”
Favorite stroke and best time:
“200 IM (2:04.00) and 
100 Breaststroke (1:04.60).”
Toughest competition:
“It was races at State, but I will 
face even harder competition at 
Meet of the Champions.”
Favorite Competition:
“My favorite school to go and 
race is CDO. I love swimming at 
OVAC against them.”
Describe your training 
schedule:
I train every day of the week 
except Sundays. I am in the 
pool over 20 hours each week.
Favorite season memory:
“Spending senior night with the 
friends and teammates I love.”

Haley Mayhew
Senior

Hannah Houlton
Senior

Mackenzie Kester
Junior

Anna Bai
Junior

Years swimming: 
“I have been on the team for 
three years, but I have been 
swimming for nine years.”
Favorite stroke and best time:
“500 Freestyle (5:21).”
Personal Goals:
“I would like to continue to help 
lead my team and improve as a 
swimmer.”
Toughest Competition:
“Salpointe.”
Favorite Competition:
“I like going to Phoenix, 
especially for State.”
Describe your training 
schedule:
“I swim between two to five 
hours each day.”
Favorite season memory:
“Senior night or our state 
dinner.”

Years swimming: 
“13 years.”
Favorite stroke and best time:
“100 Backstroke (59.79); 100 
Freestyle (53.98); and 100 
Butterfly (1:00.82).”
Describe your training 
schedule:
“I swim four hours a day most 
days of the week.”
Toughest Competition:
“State.”
Favorite Competition:
“CDO and Amphi is the best 
meet.”
Goals as a swimmer:
“To swim in college and be the 
best swimmer I can be.”
Favorite season memory:
“I loved getting second in our 
medley relay at State and being 
able to celebrate with Hannah, 
Haley, and Brooke.”

Years swimming: 
“11 years.”  
Favorite stroke and best time:
“50 Freestyle (23.60); 100 Free-
style (51.60); and 200 Freestyle, 
(1:53.00).”
Toughest Competition:
“High School State.”
Favorite Competition:
“The CDO or Amphi pool.”
Describe your training 
schedule:
“Three to five hours a day, 
depending on the day.”
Favorite season memory:
“Our final in the Medley Relay 
this year. Everyone cheers, and 
it’s a different kind of excite-
ment than our individual races.” 
Personal Goals:
“To play in college and reach 
my full potential as a 
swimmer.”

Photo courtesy Jarrod Johnson

Photo courtesy Haley Mayhew

Photo courtesy Doug Kautz

Photo courtesy Hannah HoultonPhoto courtesy  Haley Mayhew Photo courtesy Haley Mayhew   

Photo courtesy Kaylee Jewkes Photo courtesy Ryan Bais

*A special thank you to Haley Mayhew for assistance with athlete information.
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Cross Country team qualifies 14 runners for State
Aubrey Pettitt
Editor / Reporter

     As the season nears its end, 
coachers and players reflect on 
their season and look forward 
to what is to come. 
     The boys and girls cross 
country teams were coached by 
Stacy Wilson, head coach, and 
Angie Dylla, assistant coach.
     Dylla said that every runner 
improved by hitting personal 
records. 
     “I was impressed by how 
supportive everyone was of 
each other during practices and 
meets,” said Dylla.
     Many runners qualified at 
sectionals on Oct. 31 to partici-
pate at the State competition.
     State will be held on Sat., 
Nov. 10 at the Cave Creek Golf 
Course in Phoenix. 

Years on team: 3 
How long have you been 
running?
“I have been running since 
Miler’s Club in the third grade.”
How much do you run daily? 
“If it is a long run, I run around 
eight miles, but a workout is 
around six miles.” 
What does your training 
consist of? 
“The training consists of long 
runs which are at a slow pace but 
longer mileage, and a workout 
that is a shorter distance at a 
much faster pace with many 
breaks in between.” 
Personal goals? 
“My goals are to break 17:00 
minutes in the 5K.”
What are you most proud of?  
“I am most proud of dropping 
my time almost one minute this 
season.” 

Running Times

Jason Dylla 
Senior

Hannah Radtke 
Sophomore

Julie Lewelling 
Freshman

Avery Dylla 
Senior

Years on team: 4
How long have you been 
running?
“I started running in the sixth 
grade over at Coronado.”
How much do you run daily? 
“On average, I try to put in eight 
miles a day.” 
What does your training 
consist of? 
“A lot of miles and three quality 
workouts a week.”
What are you most proud of? 
“So far there is not much for me 
to be proud of; that is why I am 
still working to be better.” 
Do you follow any diet plans 
to be succesful? 
“I don’t really follow any diet 
plans. I normally just eat what-
ever is the easiest and that is 
pasta and pizza. I also only ever 
drink water.”

Years on team: 1 
How long have you been 
running:
“I have been running 
competitively for five years.”
How much do you run daily? 
“I run about six miles a day, 
and it varies with interval 
training, sprinting, and speed 
work.” 
Who is your inspiration:  
“My middle school coach, 
Coach Floyd, who really 
inspired me to do my best and 
accomplish my goals.” 
What are you most excited 
for:  
“I am most excited for track to 
start and to compete in state.”
What are you most proud of:  
“Qualifying for State as a team 
and individually, and also set-
ting the school record in the 800 
at Coronado (2:33).”

Years on team: 2
How long have you been 
running: 
“For about five years.”
How much do you run daily?
“I run about five-six miles on a 
good day.” 
What does your training 
consist of: 
“Training consists of obnoxious 
coaches and lots of hard work.” 
Personal goals:  
“To do well at State.”
What are you most proud of: 
“Making varsity as a 
freshman.”
Do you follow any diet plans 
to be successful: 
“Eat a lot of pasta and drink a 
lot of water.”
What are you most excited 
for: 
“I’m most excited for track to 
start.”

BOYS 
Avery Dylla 
Jason Dylla 
Joel Gardener
Daniel Casanova
Ryan Schaefer
Logan Merek
Ewan Pate
Jacob Castillo
Declan Moralee
Aiden Tucker

GIRLS
Maya Bauer 
Kyra Floyd
Julie Lewelling 
Hannah Radtke 
Beatrice Honebrink
Valeria Liera
Jordan Heaps

17:09
17:20
18:34
18:51
18:58
18:59
20:35
22:21
24:11
26:03

20:09
21:15
21:48
22:59
23:55
25:13
26:01

Loss to Vipers ends State journey

Photo by Amy Omiecinski
The varsity volleyball team practices an average of three hours each day. They were 
committed to their teammates, their coaches and their team. Their hard work and 
dedication led them State competition where they played in the first round.

Jordan Good
Editor / Reporter

       Volleyball, this season, did not 
disappoint. 
     “We’ve done really good,” said 
Varsity Coach Bill Lang.
     As one of the top teams in the 5A 
Division, the varsity volleyball team 
earned a spot in the State playoff 
games after a win against the Buena 
Colts in three sets on Oct. 25. 
     The no. 9 Nighthawks faced off 
against the no. 8 Verrado Vipers in 
Buckeye on Oct. 30. 
     The Nighthawks gave it their all 
but lost the night in four sets. This loss 
ended their season, but the players 
trained hard and had a great season.
     “I love just coming in and seeing 
my friends, knowing everything is 
constant,” said senior Kara Bartell, 
Libero/DS. “Playing forces me to do 
my homework and not procrastinate.”
     Senior Cosette Lang, DS, devoted 
all four years of high school to the 
playing for the team.
     “Playing volleyball really gives me 
motivation in everything I do. Overall, 

the team has maintained around a 3.7 
GPA in addition to playing the toughest 
schedule of any team so far,” said 
Lang. 
     Cienega is always a favorite team 
to play because they are a competitive 
and strong team that challenges the 
Nighthawks. 
     Coach Lang recalled his favorite 
play during the Cienega game.
     He said that after the ball was 
passed a few times between both 
teams, Cienega celebrated a point but 
did not realize the ball was still in  
play. 
     “It was due to the fact that the 
whole team kept the composure long 
enough to be successful in the play,” 
said Coach Lang. 
     Senior Courtney Ely, setter, who 
has played volleyball for seven years, 
will play for Pima next year.
     Ely said her decision to play 
collegiately was influenced by her high 
school experience.
     “I definitely have a lot more 
motivation now. I know there’s a lot 
expected of me. I’ve been playing for 
so long, it’s like a part of me,” said Ely.   

Season’s ‘last call’ at Higley 
Iron Quill Staff

     The varsity football team lost the first 
round of State playoffs to Higley, 47-21 
on Nov. 2
     In the 5A Division, the Nighthawks 
were challenged with a tough regular 
season schedule including Centennial, 
Millenium, Marana and Cienega.
     After beating the Buena Colts at 
home on Oct. 19, the team needed a win 
against no. 6 Cienega to earn one of the 
16 spots for State.
     They did it.
     Coached by Matt Johnson, the 
Nighthawks beat the Bobcats at Cienega 
in what was arguably the most exciting 
game of the season.
     At the start of the third quarter, the 
Nighthawks trailed the Bobcats 17-10. 
     After a few plays, starting Quarter-
back Octavio Aubrey-Cobos, junior, 
tore his MCL and 
sprained his ankle when 
a Cienega defender dove 
at his knee. 
     Fabian Mata, junior, 
substituted in for Cobbes, 
and it was Cornerback 
Eli Pallenas, junior, who 
made a game-changing 
interception in the back 
of Cienega’s end zone 
which put them in an 
ideal position for a 70-
yard touchdown that tied 
the game 17-17.
     With four minutes left 
in the game, the Night-
hawk defense stopped 
Cienega’s offensive 
on the Nighthawk 15-
yard line preventing a 
touchdown and forcing 
a punt. 
     The Nighthawks 

returned the punt and got the ball to the 
30-yard line and tried to drive it in for 
another touchdown. 
     They were not successful.
     At the 15-yard line, and with four 
seconds remaining on the clock, kicker 
Griffin Sauer, senior, kicked the game-
winning field goal. 
     Ironwood won the game, 20-17. 
     This win not only put the Night-
hawks in the State playoffs with a no. 12 
ranking, but it also made them Region 
Champions.
     “It was probably the most nervous 
I have been in my entire life, but I 
could not let it get to me. I knew I 
needed to stay calm and put the ball 
through the uprights. My teammates had 
all worked so hard, and in the end, we 
deserved that regional champion title, 
and I’m glad we got it,” said 
Sauer.

Photo by Shelley Welander
Runningback Nate Grivalja, senior, led the Nighthawk’s 
Last Call of the Season at the end of their game in the first 
round of State playoffs. The Nighthawks played tough but 
fell to the Higley Knights on Nov. 2 with a final score of 
47-21.

Photo by Adam Radtke Photo by Adam Radtke Photo by Adam Radtke Photo by Adam Radtke
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